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A Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols 
 

 
 
PRELUDE  La Nativité Jean Langlais 
 
 
THE BIDDING PRAYER 

Dear People of God: On this Holy Night, it is our responsibility and joy to prepare ourselves to 
hear once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a 
manger. Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time 
of our rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus. 
 
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, and for the 
unity and mission of the Church for which he died. And because he particularly loves them, let 
us remember in his name the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the 
sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, as well as all 
those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude 
which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, 
we are one for evermore. 
 
And now, to sum up all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ himself has 
taught us, saying: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Officiant: The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; 
and to the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen. 

 
  



Opening Hymn: #100 (v. 1-2, 4) Joy to the World 

 



THE LESSONS AND CAROLS 
Lesson 1:  The Peaceful Kingdom Isaiah 11:1-9 

Reader: A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The 
spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 
and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the 
Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with 
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall 
strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The 
wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the 
fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young 
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over 
the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not 
hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea. 
The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

Hymn: #67  Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 



 

 
 

Lesson 2:  The Coming Ruler of God’s People Zechariah 9:9-12, 16 

Reader: A reading from the Book of Zechariah. 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you; 
triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow 
shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from sea to 
sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. As for you also, because of the blood of my 
covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. Return to your 
stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you double. On that day the 



 

Lord their God will save them for they are the flock of his people; for like the jewels of a crown 
they shall shine on his land. 
The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

Hymn: #65 Prepare the Way, O Zion 

 
 

 
Lesson 3:  The Birth of Jesus; The Angels’ Announce to the Shepherds Luke 2:1-20 

Reader:  A reading from the Gospel of Luke. 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to 
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of 
David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a 
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary 



 

and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had 
been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  
The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God!    

Hymn: #96 Angels We Have Heard on High  



 

Lesson 4:  The Word Made Flesh John 1:1-14 

Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man 
sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The 
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the 
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his 
own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of 
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and 
we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ!   
 
Hymn: #83 (v. 1-3, 6) O Come All Ye Faithful 

 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning 
Jesus, to thee be all glory given. 
Word of the Father now in flesh appearing. (refrain) 

 
 
A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE  the Rev. Liam Muller 
 
 
RESPONSORY 

v. Judah and Jerusalem, fear not, nor be dismayed: 
r. Go forth, and the Lord will be with you. 
v. Stand still, and you shall see the salvation of the Lord: 
r. Go forth, and the Lord will be with you. 
v. Glory be the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
r. Go forth, and the Lord will be with you. 

 
SILENT NIGHT (with Trinity Choir) 

 
THE CHRISTMAS BLESSING 

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, 
sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen. 
 
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we celebrate, make you steadfast in 
faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen. 
 
May you, who rejoice in the birth of our Saviour be rewarded with unending life. Amen. 

 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you for ever. Amen. 

 
  



 

Closing Hymn: #87 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

DISMISSAL  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
 Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE:  From Heaven Above to Earth I Come Johann Pachelbel 

 



 

 
2020 Christmas Remembrances:  

 
 
2020 Deaths 
William J. Reardon 
 
Walter E. Patrick 
Janice H. Patrick 
Alexis J. Smith 
John F. Dumouchel 
Shirley H. Dumouchel 
William H. & Leone Fryer 
Alfred & Patricia Peterson 
Julia Menozzi 
Doris F. (Dotty) Scott 
Wesley D. (Mike) Scott 
John C. Kaufman 
Anna A. Kaufman 
Mary Ellen Harder 
James & Iris Harder 
William Harder 
William & Mary McFie 
Robert McFie 
Edna Dadson 
Michael Stefanchik, III 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Stefanchik, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Garell Readnour 
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Zark 
Sue & John Hook 
Mr. & Mrs. Ross LaMotte  
Jean Toth 
Madelynne Young 
Duke Trombley 

Ruth Earle 
Ira Earle, III 
Donald Kemnitzer 
Effie Bush & family 
Bernice & Vernon Fifield 
Neil O'Brien 
Christopher & Pamela Peplau 
Robert & Helen Kinney 
Rita Keeler & Robert Morgan 
Vincent P. Crocker 
Lillian T. Billings 
Dominic P. Cioffi 
Richard & Mary Scruton 
Margaret Muller 
Danny Muller 
Katherine & William Muller 
Olive & Ralph Stevens 
Esther Hill 
Elsie Bassett 
Dick & Mildred Lancor 
Florence & Charles Perry 
Robert Perry 
Henry Perry 
Catherine Quirk 
John Quirk 
John Jaworski 
Ruth Russell Seward 
Thomas O. & Patricia Roberts 
Mary Tillson Peretti 
Effie Tillson 

Florence Peretti 
The Wieler Family 
Debra Jo Morello 
Carleton & Beatrice Grace 
Harold & Nellie Cook 
Elizabeth Walsh 
Larry Kelley 
Richard & Katherine Jones 
Susan Mackey 
Wilson Jepson 
Ada Jepson 
Henry Meyers 
Lucetta Grant Jepson 
Ruth & Gus Crowell 
Gustavus V. Crowell, Jr. 
Ransom (Bud) Towsley 
Robbie Gongaware 
Donald P. Gordon 
 

IN THANKSGIVING AND 

CELEBRATION OF: 
a God who loves us enough to have 

walked among us and become 
one of us, leading to the grace of 
our salvation  

the amazing people of Trinity 
Episcopal Church, Rutland  



 
 

OUR SINCERE APPRECIATION TO THE FOLLOWING LITURGICAL ASSISTANTS 

FOR THIS EVENING’S SERVICE: 

 

FIRST LESSON READER: Marc Brierre 

SECOND LESSON READER: Cindy Muller 

THIRD LESSON READER: Dana Peterson 

 

MUSICIANS: The Trinity Church Choir 

John Riddle, Organist 
 

CELEBRANT: the Rev. Liam Muller 

 

 

**Many thanks to all who share in this joyful Christmastide!** 
 

We are happy to have you join us. 
During these days of pandemic, we worship together via Zoom (online) on Sundays at 9:30am.  

Please join us for worship on Christmas Day at 9:30am at this link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7189004743?pwd=U1VBdit0a3BsekJlUDc4SXo4WVN0QT09 
Meeting ID: 718 900 4743 

Passcode: God3in1.          

 

 

Trinity Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Liam Muller, Rector 
Linda Fay, parish treasurer 

Wendy Grace, parish coordinator 

Jeff Zoesch, sexton 
 

Trinity Church Vestry 
Fern Fryer, Senior Warden 
Jay Slenker, Junior Warden 

Brandy Blosser 
Marc Brierre 
Kathy Hall 

Rich Jones 
Krey Kellington 

David Thurmer 
Holly Webb 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7189004743?pwd=U1VBdit0a3BsekJlUDc4SXo4WVN0QT09

