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We are a vibrant Episcopal family united in following Christ. 



  

Announcements 

 

Continuing the Book Discussion Group—We will our discussion of The Art of Possibility by Benjamin 

and Rosamund Stone Zander on Sunday, January 10 at 6:00pm via Zoom. Newcomers are welcome 

and we’ll spend the first part of the session finishing up a review and then continuing with new 

chapters, pages 123 through 179. The book can be purchased on Amazon.com. Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84824173508?pwd=V25YcW1uODkyTVFWYmsvTGUvaGJTUT09 

Meeting ID: 848 2417 3508 

Passcode: Zander 

2020 Pledge Status—The Finance committee notes that we are below where we should be in our 

pledge income to date. Especially considering our lack of fundraising income and space use fees income 

this year, it is especially needful that our pledgers bear the onus by maintaining their contributions. If 

you would like to know where you stand with your pledge, please email the church office. (You may 

call Wendy at 802-345-7455, but understand cell service is not reliable in Middletown Springs!) 

Sunday Worship on Zoom Platform--Join Sunday worship and fellowship on Zoom: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84027040467?pwd=eEdJSE9jM1p3MzQrQU5xNUxqMk9tQT09 

(Meeting ID: 840 2704 0467; Password: God3in1; Dial-In: 1-646-558-8656). Our service will begin at 

9:30am and after the worship service, folks are encouraged to stay in the meeting for fellowship time.  

For optimal music audio, please remain muted for the prelude and postlude! 

Trinity Church Closed—The Vestry has begun the work to begin the process of re-opening. This will be 

a long process, as you are probably aware, and will entail a lot of dedication on all of our parts. Please 

know that we will not and are not going to be acting in haste. Rather, the primary concern of all of us 

is the health, safety and well-being of our entire parish family. In the meantime, if you have a pastoral 

emergency, please call Fr. Liam at 605-999-7138 or email revliam25@gmail.com.  If you have an 

administrative need, you may call Wendy at 802-345-7455 or email office@trinitychurchrutland.org. 

Worship with Green Mountain Online Abbey—The Green Mountain Online Abbey provides a daily 

offering of online prayer at 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. as well Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. View videos 

of Bishop Shannon’s sermons as well as special diocesan services on YouTube. Join by using this link: 

https://zoom.us/j/531110497?pwd=dU9uYnUvUWxDK0lGc2FaN2pTMHVEZz09 or by dialing in from 

any phone using the following information: dial (646) 876-9923, code 531110497# If you are asked for 

a password, it is RockPoint. Bulletins can be accessed on the Diocesan website. 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day—Our service on Christmas Eve will be Lessons and Carols beginning 

at 7:00pm. Also join us for our Christmas Day worship service on December 25 at 9:30am. Both 

services will be via Zoom meeting. Join by using this link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7189004743?pwd=U1VBdit0a3BsekJlUDc4SXo4WVN0QT09 

(Meeting ID: 718 900 4743; Passcode: God3in1; Dial-In: 1-646-558-8656) 
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9:30 a.m.  Morning Prayer 

 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath: Third (Rose) Candle - The Candle of Joy 

Officiant:  Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord  

People:  Thanks be to God  

Officiant:  Last Sunday we lit the Candle of Peace. We light it and the Candle of Hope again as we 

remember that Jesus, born in Bethlehem, will come again to fulfill all of God's promises and bring 

us everlasting peace and joy. (The first and second candles are lit.) 

Today we light the Third Candle of Advent, the Candle of Joy. When the angel Gabriel told Mary 

that a special child would be born to her she was filled with joy. She sang a song that began with 

the words: “My soul magnifies the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.” Just as the birth of 

Jesus gave great joy to his mother, so his presence in the world gave joy to those who had none 

before. He healed them and gave them hope and peace when they believed in him. From hope, 

peace, and love grows joy. 

We light the Candle of Joy to remind us that when Jesus is born in us we have joy and that 

through him there will be everlasting joy on earth. Joy is like a light shining in a dark place. As we 

look at this candle we celebrate the joy we find in Jesus Christ. (The third candle is lit.) 

Officiant:  Let us pray together:  

People:  Thank you God for the joy you give us. We ask that as we wait for all your promises to 

come true, and for Christ to come again, that you would remain present with us. Help us today, 

and every day to worship you, to hear your word, and to do your will by sharing your joy with 

each other. We ask it in the name of the one who was born in Bethlehem. Amen. 

 

Prelude  Savior of the Nations, Come!  (BWV 659) J. S. Bach 

 

Opening Sentences and Collect for Purity 

Officiant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Officiant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Trisagion 

Officiant: Holy God, 

 Holy and Mighty, 

 Holy Immortal One, 

People: Have mercy upon us. 

The Collects (Officiant)    

Collect for the Day 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely 

hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



  

Lessons of the Day    

First Reading Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

Reader: A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring 

good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 

release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our 

God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion— to give them a garland 

instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint 

spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. They 

shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the 

ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and 

wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant 

with them. Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring among the 

peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. I 

will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with 

the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks 

himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth 

its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause 

righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Reader and People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm Psalm 126 

Reader: Please join me in reciting Psalm 126. 

1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, * 

then were we like those who dream. 

 

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 

and our tongue with shouts of joy. 

 

3 Then they said among the nations, * 

"The Lord has done great things for them." 

 

4 The Lord has done great things for us, * 

and we are glad indeed. 

 

5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, * 

like the watercourses of the Negev. 

 

6 Those who sowed with tears * 

will reap with songs of joy. 

 

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 

will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 

 

Second Reading  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Reader: A reading from the first letter to the Thessalonians.  

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test 

everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil. May the God of peace 



  

himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless 

at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 

The Word of Lord. 

Reader and People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Canticle Canticle 16: The Third Song of Zechariah 

Reader: Please join me in reciting canticle 16. 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 

    he has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 

    born of the house of his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 

that he would save us from our enemies, * 

    from the hands of all who hate us. 

He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 

    and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 

    to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

Free to worship him without fear, * 

    holy and righteous in his sight 

    all the days of our life. 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 

    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

To give his people knowledge of salvation * 

    by the forgiveness of their sins. 

In the tender compassion of our God * 

    the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the 

                             shadow of death, * 

    and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

Sequence Hymn #54 Savior of the Nations, Come!  

 

Gospel   John 1:6-8,19-28 

Officiant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  

Officiant and People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, 

so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 

light. This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to 

ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 

And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He 

answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent 

us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the 

Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, 

nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you 



  

do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 

This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Officiant and People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Sermon  the Rev. Liam Muller 

 

Nicene Creed (Congregation) 

Officiant: Please join me in saying the Nicene Creed. 

Officiant and people: We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Confession and Absolution 

Officiant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 



  

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 

repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight 

in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

Officiant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

Suffrages A (Officiant and Congregation)  

Officiant: Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

People: And grant us your salvation. 

Officiant: Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 

People: Let your people sing with joy. 

Officiant: Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

People: For only in you can we live in safety. 

Officiant: Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

People: And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

Officiant: Let your way be known upon earth; 

People: Your saving health among all nations. 

Officiant: Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

People: Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

Officiant: Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

People: And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

 

Intercession Prayers 

The intercessions today are Form 2 from the Book of Common Prayer. 

I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world. For Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Shannon, our Bishop; and Liam, our priest.  We pray for the 

Falkland Islands (Extra-Provincial to Canterbury); Ministries of Rock Point School and Brookhaven 

School; for this gathering; and for all ministers and people.  Pray for the Church.   

Silence. 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people.  We 

pray especially for those serving on active duty in the armed forces and in the Peace Corps. 

Pray for justice and peace. 

Silence. 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison.  We pray 

for all victims of violence; for those persecuted for race or gender; for all suffering financial 

hardship.  We remember those commended to us, especially Mary Ann, Jimmy, Dick, Lydia, Mark, 

Sheree, David, Rodney, Timmy, Brian, Doug. We pray for those in any need or trouble. 

Silence. 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him.  Pray that they may find 

and be found by him.  

Silence. 

I ask your prayers for the departed that your will for them may be fulfilled. 

Silence. 

I ask your prayers for thanksgiving of the gifts we receive from God; especially celebrate 

incandescent joy. 

Silence. 



  

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored.   We pray for 

parishioners celebrating birthdays and anniversaries, especially: Tom & Joanne Williamson, Mary 

Reitz, Becky Congdon, Adrian Wilson, John Hamlin, Amelia Kellogg, Brandy Ellison, Ella Meoli. 

Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 

Silence. 

The Lord’s Prayer   

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Officiant: Let us pray. 

Officiant and people: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

     thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The General Thanksgiving (Officiant and Congregation)  

Officiant: Please join in the General Thanksgiving. 

Officiant and People: Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you 

humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your 

immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, 

and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly 

thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving 

up ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 

throughout all ages. Amen. 

The Prayer of St. Chrysostom (Officiant) 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 

supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 

three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our 

desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and 

in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Blessing  

Officiant: Let Us Bless the Lord,  

People: Thanks Be to God! 

Dismissal 

Officiant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 

May the blessings of Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you now and remain with 

you always. Amen. 

Postlude   Savior of the Nations, Come!  (BWV 661) J. S. Bach 


